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Objectives
1. Describe what a smart home is.

2. Describe the basic components of a smart home.

3. Describe how smart homes can foster safety and 
independence.
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What is a smart home?

A home with environmental controls and 
devices that are connected to the internet 
that can be automated and remotely 
controlled.
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The Foundation of a Successful Smart 
Home

Strong Wi-Fi network

Smartphone or tablet for set up and maintenance

Some devices require a smart hub to work







Point Person – Someone who will be 
responsible for regularly checking that 
things are working, installing updates, 
troubleshooting, replacing batteries, etc.
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Smart Home Base Station

Amazon Alexa Google Nest Hub Max
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https://www.amazon.com/echo-show-10/dp/B07VHZ41L8
https://store.google.com/product/google_nest_hub_max?hl=en-US


Smart Environmental Controls

 Lights – lightbulbs, overhead lights, colorful light strips, Christmas lights

 Fans – ceiling or portable

 Plugs 

 Thermostats

 Video doorbells

 Locks 

 Doors 

 Garage doors 

 Window coverings – shades/blinds

 Almost anything with an on/off switch that plugs in
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https://www.kasasmart.com/us/products/smart-switches/kasa-smart-wi-fi-light-switch-dimmer-hs220?option=default
https://us.switch-bot.com/pages/switchbot-curtain-rod2


Keeping Safe with Remote 
Monitoring 

 Cameras

 Contact sensors for doors, windows, 
cupboards, etc.  

 Motion sensors

 Smoke/fire alarms

 Water sensors

 Temperature sensors
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https://www.homedepot.com/p/Google-Nest-Protect-Smoke-Alarm-and-Carbon-Monoxide-Detector-Wired-S3003LWES/206136184?source=shoppingads&locale=en-US&pla&mtc=SHOPPING-CM-CML-GGL-D27-MULTI-NA-NA-NA-LIA-2997471-NA-NA-NA-NBR-NA-NA-NEW-PL3_Smarthome_Feed&cm_mmc=SHOPPING-CM-CML-GGL-D27-MULTI-NA-NA-NA-LIA-2997471-NA-NA-NA-NBR-NA-NA-NEW-PL3_Smarthome_Feed-71700000032318856-58700003837552980-92700030689109764&gclid=CjwKCAjwu5yYBhAjEiwAKXk_eGyoQMco9bQT-CQlR-w7SG8GgNF9Bs0jl6QUc3TmMGUhAWn3c06WkhoCG0IQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds#overlay
https://ring.com/products/security-system-alarm-5


Connection & Entertainment
 Voice and video calling

 Check in using Drop In

 Make an Announcement to a family member or care provider

 TVs and DVD players

 Soundbars

 Music, podcasts, & audiobooks

 Read eBooks on the big screen

 Gaming systems

 Sensory devices

8

https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=GS3WRTSRKD2U6MCK
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?ref_=hp_left_v4_sib&nodeId=GKACGU9SSBEYA2TX


Independence with Cooking, Cleaning, 
and Pet Care
 Faucets

 Appliances

 Microwave

 Stove

 Fridge

 Coffee pot

 Small appliances: air fryer, toaster, 
Instant Pot, rice cooker, etc.

 Robotic vacuums & mops

 Pet food dispensers

Image: Reviewed.com
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https://www.irobot.com/en_US/roomba-vacuuming/robot-vacuum-irobot-roomba-s9-plus/S955020.html
https://www.chewy.com/petsafe-smart-feed-20-wifi-enabled/dp/218596?utm_source=google-product&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=12646124820&utm_content=PetSafe&utm_term=&gclid=CjwKCAjwu5yYBhAjEiwAKXk_eFx42ZuZ3paHNBVI8vrMBrJhRMVjX9FIbLHQr8Yki8aoG967o5KARBoCTuUQAvD_BwE


How can a smart home be controlled?
 Voice commands

 AAC device

 Using an app on a smartphone or tablet

 Touchscreen – finger or stylus

 Using a mouse 

 Switch access 

 Eye gaze

 Smart buttons

 Routines and shortcuts

Alexa, lock 
the front 
door.

Flic smart buttons 10

https://flic.io/what-is-flic/


Explore Smart Home Devices with 
ND Assistive

 Our demonstration centers are SMART! Visit us in Bismarck or Fargo for an 
immersive experience. 

 Call us at 800-895-4728 to schedule a free in-person or virtual demonstration
of smart home devices. 

 ND Assistive offers free 6-week loans of AT devices to ND and MN residents 
through our Short-Term Equipment Trial Program so you can try before you 
buy!

 Alexa and Google smart home kits are available to try

 Try individual smart devices, such as the Amazon Fire TV Cube 
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https://ndassistive.org/equipment-demonstration/
https://ndassistive.org/short-term-equipment-trial-program/


Contact Us
Courtney Ness Fuchs, ATP
AT Training Specialist
North Dakota Assistive
cness@ndassistive.org

North Dakota Assistive
www.ndassistive.org
800-895-4728
https://www.facebook.com/NDAssistive/

Bismarck Office 
4501 Coleman St, Suite 107
Bismarck, ND 58503

Fargo Office
3240 15th St S, Suite B (south door)
Fargo, ND 58104
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http://www.ndassistive.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NDAssistive/
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